Family, friends not surprised by pair's ride - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 1/22/10 12:33 PM

View the full line of
gold mint coin items.

Member Center | Become a Member Home Delivery | E-Newsletters | Kindle | Mobile | RSS

LIVE S p O rts Enter Search Terms

(*) TribLIVE.com  {_) Web Search by YAHOO!

Sports

Steelers Penguins Pirates College High School Columnists Outdoors

A Larger text “#B smaller text @Print B4 E_mail | More
H 1 H v H 1. Steelers new o-line coach earns rave
Family, friends not surprised by pair's ride Stecter
By Karen Price, PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 2. Steelers hire Everest as special teams
Friday, January 22, 2010 coach
3. Capitals down Penguins in classic contest
Photos Carol Perezluha wasn't surprised when her 18-year-old son Steven came to 4. 'Fl;oome_y ‘,’"thb'es S'Zte_ O,f :_eadboveirfSriecter
oA her with the notion of riding a bicycle from their home in Florida to Alaska and . re?S?nums eury optimistic about tas
il K.
bac 6. Canadiens part ways with veteran
Worried? Certainly. Laraque
7. 130-year-old Open Hearth Estate on
3 : What mother wouldn't be? block
E ,'" . 8. Desperation knows no end in Haiti
Steven Perezluha But she couldn't say no. 9. Gletting the boot costly for motorists in
Submitted R . .. . . o Pittsburgh
| thought it was amazing; he was reaching for the stars and dreaming big, 10. Underage drinking targeted by

she said. "Our father always encouraged us to go for our dreams, go where

h . Westmoreland police agencies
our heart took us and have passion for what we did."

It helped knowing that he would be accompanied by her brother, Squirrel Hill's
Danny Chew, 47. And cycling was simply in the blood.

. ~~ It was Carol Perezluha, who grew up in Squirrel Hill in the house in which her
Danny Chew brother and mother still live, who got the rest of the family interested in long-
Submitied distance cycling in the first place. She started as a teen, riding 100 miles or
more in a day. Middle child Tom Chew, 50, proved to be a good sprinter and
made the Olympic cycling team in 1980, the year the United States boycotted.
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the move But it was the youngest sibling, Danny Chew, 47, who really took to distance
riding, eventually going on to compete in the 3,000-mile Race Across America
About the writer eight times, winning twice. The whole family would get involved when Chew
. raced, and Steven Perezluha grew up cheering his uncle on. .
Karen Price is a > = & e @ ooy = o
Pittsburgh "It almost feels like creating Frankenstein, but in a good way," she said. Cagitals on rivalry with Pars
Tribune-Review : i
staff writer and Steven Perezluha and Danny Chew completed their 19-week, 12,000-mile trip
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There were things that Carol Perezluha didn't know until much later, like the
— fact that Steven would often ride ahead of Chew then double back because
& E-mail Newsletters he was faster. But she never wondered whether her son was in good hands.

&= Follow us on Twitter

On your mobile "Danny isn't married, he doesn't have kids, and we and a lot of his friends

think Steven is the closest he'll ever have to a son because he's so
eccentric," said Carol Perezluha, a math professor at Seminole State College,
where Steven is a freshman environmental studies major. "l trusted Steven
with my brother because | knew my brother would protect Steven with his
life."

Subscribe now
The Perezluhas flew to Alaska and were there when the duo crossed the
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border. They brought them bags of freeze-dried food for the rest of the trip
and treated them to cabins and motels during the two weeks they spent
touring the state.

Then, they said goodbye and flew back to Florida while Chew and Steven
Perezluha climbed back on the bikes to begin the ride home. They arrived in
Florida more than two months later.

"l just felt like it was such a learning experience for Steven, which is why |
didn't mind him taking a semester off from college," Carol Perezluha said.
"The things they learned about people, the road, bikes, nature. ... and how to
be independent."

Glenshaw's Don Erdeljac, Chew's friend for 16 years, was also not surprised
when he learned of the pair's plan. He, too, followed their progress and then
kept roughly 100 friends and acquaintances updated via e-mail.

He doubts there are many people who have what it takes to make such an
epic journey.

"Danny just was just born with a very strong mental ability to handle adversity

and be very enthusiastic," Erdeljac said. | don't see very many other people
having that ability, but it comes natural to Danny."

More Outdoors headlines

Events calendar for the outdoors

State revises fish consumption advisory
Notices from the outdoors

Japanese man officially ties bass record
Fishers return to flourish in state

New in outdoors equipment

Notes from the outdoors

Affordable Auto Insurance

Average Customer Saves $303. Get a Rate in
Under 8 Minutes.

www.UnitrinDirect.com

Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance
Rates as low as 3.616% APR! (As Seen on Good
Morning America)

www.SeeRefinanceRates.com

Refinance Now at 3.7% APR

$160,000 mortgage under $752/mo. Free. No
Obligation. Get 4 quotes now.
MortgageRefinance.LendGo.com

Ads by Yahoo!

s Subscribe to the Tribune-Review today

Advertising Information | Advertiser List | About our ads

1/22/10 12:33 PM

NEWSPAPERS
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
Tribune-Review

Trib p.m.

Blairsville Dispatch
Daily Courier

Valley Independent
Valley News Dispatch
Leader Times
McKeesport Daily News
Community Newspapers

FEATURES TOOLS MAGAZINES
Bloggers RSS Fanfare the Magazine
Video Site Map FaceOff Magazine
Events Calendar Widgets PA Caregiver

Movie Showtimes Mobile Wedding Essentials

Photo Store

Trib Store

Local Shopping
Pittsburgh Pennysaver
Sheriff Sales

Newsletters

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/s_663534.html

YOUR TOWN
YourCarlynton.com
YourCranberry.com
YourFoxChapel.com
YourMonroeville.com
YourMoonTwp.com
YourNorthHills.com
YourPennHills.com
YourSewickley.com
YourSouthHills.com
... Find your town

HELP & SERVICES
Help Desk
Feedback

Privacy Policy
Subscriber Services
Subscribe to our
publications
Commerical Printing
Place a classified ads
Print advertising
Website Advertising

Page 2 of 3


http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/subscribe.php
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_663486.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_662750.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_662779.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_662636.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_662638.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_662639.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_662640.html
http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/subscribe.php?source=story+link
http://mediakit.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/helpdesk/privacy.html#aboutourads
http://mediakit.pittsburghlive.com/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/tribpm/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/blairsvilledispatch/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailycourier/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispatch/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/leadertimes/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.dailynewsmckeesport.com/
http://yourtown.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://blog.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/multimedia/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://calendar.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://calendar.triblive.com/movies/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://photos.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.shoptribstore.com/
http://shop.pittsburghlive.com/
http://classifieds.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/classifieds/sheriffsale/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/rss/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/helpdesk/sitemap.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/rss/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/mobile/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/mypghlive/emailnewsletters.html
http://www.fanfaremagazine.com/
http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/index.php?product=faceoff
http://pacaregiver.caring.com/
http://www.pittsburghweddingessentials.com/
http://www.yourcarlynton.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yourcranberry.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yourfoxchapel.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yourmonroeville.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yourmoontownship.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yournorthhills.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yourpennhills.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yoursewickley.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.yoursouthhills.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://yourtown.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/helpdesk/
http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/contactus.php
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/helpdesk/privacy.html
http://www.1800909trib.com/
http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/subscribe.php
http://www.tribtotalprinting.com/
http://classifieds.triblive.com/
http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/
http://mediakit.triblive.com/

Family, friends not surprised by pair's ride - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 1/22/10 12:33 PM

TRIB Ml

Images and text copyright © 2010 by The Tribune-Review Publishing Co.
Reproduction or reuse prohibited without written consent.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/s_663534.html Page 3 of 3


http://yourtown.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://yourtown.triblive.com/?_s_icmp=tribliveindex
http://mediakit.triblive.com/
http://www.tribtotalmedia.com/

